






was recorded daily during dry-down until the
conductance rate fell below 5% of the maximum.
Following stomatal closure, non-senesced leaf
tissue was collected and the hydrostatic pressure
potential was measured using a Scholander
pressure bomb (PMS Instrument Company,











enough to confer an advantage for physiologi-

cally drought-tolerant species.

In contrast, for the more mesic lowlands,

physiological drought tolerance did not advan-

tage species on average over the 17 years of the

dataset. Drought still might have structured the
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maintenance of diversity at Konza.
Irrespective of its role in structuring the

community, physiological drought tolerance does
not appear to be part of an obvious broader plant
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